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Soviets ;. rue

building blocks for game

OW DOES a game idea get

intor &n imeentor’s head? In

& A Ross Porter's case, a com-

hination of his vocation and a trip Lo
the Sowiet Unson

_ How does the idéa get out of an

mventor's head and into a bax? In

the case af Porter's Moscow! A

tion!, pure serendipity.

Paorter teaches wm?:i history, ge-
ography and political science (o
Juniors and seniors ab Smethport
Area High School, MeKean County,
and is interested in Soviet history,

icularly the 1917 Bolshevik
utian.

In the summer of 1990, he led &
tour group of students and adults to
the Soviet Union and found it “obwi-
ous the Soviet system was a flop
and going to collapse.”

He subsequently toved with a
game baged on the visit, and the
bightbull popped on last February
“on an ice-fishing in Canada at
430 in the moming. garme just
E#]J-EE_IE'-E'd. and 1 had Lo pull off to

e side of the road to record it.”

Porter, 42, began working on
Moscow! Auction! immediately, and
he and his students were playing a
rough version & few wesks laler.

The premise of the game is that
Please s Samisls, H4

the communist government has
fallen, that properties must be sold
back to private ownership and that
the money goés Lo the new demoe-
racy bank

Much of the game is real, The
gelf-penned sketches on the Black
Market cards depict some of Por
ter's experiences in Moscow — he
actually was chased by a butcher
for photographing food lines, as
shown on obe card.

Many properties and the overall
locabe are begitimate, too, “but itiz a
game,” he says. Hence he took

eographical liberties such as
ringing the airport and Moskva
River closer Lo lm.f A

The games v aclory s in-
dead in operation but doesnt make
booze, and some properties on the
block in the garme — Lenin's Tomb,
the Kremlin and Red Square
among them — wouldn't be in real
life.

Az a gag, the burger joint cafled
“Eupita]?sﬂm Cafe” has as its logo a
" thal lonks suspiciously like an
arch iyou can guess what colarh on
ils =ide

Porter mkmﬁgﬂimr Los on
ithe §, &N LRing
1hﬁnpmr:}lyahvajs eazy, For the
picture of Red Square, he had to
shinmy 12 to 15 feet up the side of
the State Historical Museum —
with two security guards sitting ina

nearby car, “If they saw me, they let
me do it"

There's risk in the game as well
Playvers are chased by the KGB,
represented by a red car, which can
steal properties ar the awctionesrs
CORUMiSSI0n,

The reallife bwist lo Aloseos!
Auethon’, which is the fourth E:lrm:
Porter has invented although the
first to be published. is that the
Russian communist regime indeed
fedl in late ] _

“The day of the coup 1 was im
Manhattan showing a prototype Lo
an advertising agency,” he Z=vs
“We thought, ‘This is unbelievable.
The coup was the essence of my
game.” ;

In an even greater coincidence,
the first property auction in Mos-
cow was on Oel. 13

Porier, who also is an oactionéer,
laughs when asked if ke plans to
use such precognition at the race
track or on the state lottery and

his game required no ESP.
anuse people who are students of
current affairs are not so amazed "

Mescow! Auction! is bemng print-
ed by Davis & Warde, Downtown,
and Process Reproductions, North
Side. It costs $28.50 at the Universi-
ty of Piltsburgh Book Center and is
FECOMImE for preteens to
adulis.

— Peta Rishop



