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=  The first board game Ross Porier
ﬁ designed was called Geo Obsession
v His friends liked ir, bt every lime
E they played it ended with total ny-
E €lear destruction of the planet. His

second pame made all the players

global aliens, and the rules en-

cournged cheating. But he's worked
oul all the bugs for his fourth, culled
Moscow! Auction!, the first of his
creanons 1o be mass produced,

The game is a sort of reverse Mo-
nopoly, in which players have 1o sell
off all the state-owned property in
Moscow while being chased by the
KGB. *“History caught up with me,"
Porter said, reflecting thut he had
been playing the game since March,
after which the Soviet Union began
moving loward privatization, a free-

market economy and cventual
dissolution,

On a leave of absence from 20
years of ieaching Central European
History and Global Studies at
Smethport Area High School in
Pennsylvania, Porter traveled 1o
Moscow to Find out who owned all

| the mansions and factories before the

| Bolsheviks nationalized them afier
the Revolution. He also ook photos
of the landmarks depicied on the
game s 39 Propenty Auction Bro-
chure Cards, including Gorbachey's
house, Ehrman's Vodka Factory and
the Lenin Funeral Train (noted s
perfect for theme park development),

A winner is determined when the
Old Communist Bank goes broke.
Cash is easy 1o keep track of, since
the only currency is 1 million ruble
notes that can be accumulated by
finding a clean wilet or an elevalor
that works, It can also be confiscated
for smeak visits o Lenin's Tomb,

Porter is hawking his game uniil
Christmas for $26,50 at a Carousel
Center kiosk near Eddie Baver's,
and the game can be ordersd on
Master Charge or VISA by calling
(BOO) 8284525,
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& Communist Monopoly

'CENTER STAG
Forget
Boardwalk, I'll .
buy the Kremlin

By Jelf Stage
otaff writer

aes Porter saw il all com-
: m%. :
ack in 1990, Ross

could have told you those USSR
Olympic pinz would be out of
dale by Lhe time the next Olym-
pics rolls around next year.

Porter, a 42-year-old history
teacher from Smethport; Pa. —
that's in northwest Pennsylva-
nia — guessed so well that he
melded his knowledge of Rus-
sian history'and politics inlo a
game his students could play.
play.

Afler some vanations, he
expanded on the idea and deve-
loped a board game called
Maoscow! Auction!

Porier, who was in lown just
belore Christmas hawking 'Lm
game al Carousel Centler, says
it's kind of a reverse version of
Monaopoly.

“Players play with rubles
until someone breaks the old
Communist bank (by transfer-
ring money to the new demo-
eratie bank,” said Porter.

Places like the Kremlin and
vodka factories go up for sale,
Players are sometimes chased
by the KCB.

Porter, who's visited the
Soviel Union twice, also look
the photographs and drew the
artwork for the game, which is
being manufactured by
Drescher Box Co. of Buffalo.

Porter hopes to get national
and international syndication by
showing his game at the 1992
Canadian Toy Show and Inter-
national Tay Show in New York

E‘i‘l.I:.f.

hose who want to pla

before that, though, can buy
copies for $28.50 by calling (800)



